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Introduction 
Mareeba Shire Council (MSC) formalised a management agreement with the Mitchell 

River Watershed Management Group (MRWMG) 1 May 2021 for the management of 

the park for public interest.  

Following the execution of the management agreement with MSC, MRWMG drafted 

Terms of Reference to form a subcommittee of local people who would be keen to 

maintain close involvement with the park and who have the expertise and passion to 

ensure that it is managed properly. 

This group convened for the first time in June 2021 and have met for discussions 

and working sessions. The groups has become known as the “Friends of Abattoir 

Swamp”. Carol Iles has served as volunteer Convenor for the Friends since its 

inception.  

This document is a review of progress at the Abattoir Swamp Environmental Park, 

covering the period 2021-2025. 

 

Carol IIes and Lloyd Nielsen (Friend of Abattoir Swamp) 

Management of the Park 
The Park is managed to suit both immediate needs (eg, repairs to the birdhide) as 

well as to advance longer-term goals (eg, design and provision of interpretive 

signage). 

Two management documents have been produced that consider the wetland as a 

whole. These are: 
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• “Abattoir Swamp Site Description and Preliminary Report.” June 1993. G. 

Barnes and M. Newton, and 

• “Abattoir Swamp Master Plan: Remediation and Management Actions for 

Positive Ecosystem Functions,” 2018. J. Brisbin and G. Kay. 

These documents describe the history of the wetlands and consider a range of 

future outcomes for the wetland and surrounds. The 2018 document is structured to 

encourage ongoing updates and revisions the Park changes over time. 

Agreed Principles 
The 2018 Master Plan listed 5 Agreed Principles. These are: 

1. The wetland is not intended to be a “pristine, natural environment”, insulated from 

humans and their influences. 

2. The wetland should provide habitat and amenity for as much biological life as 

possible, both in quantity and diversity, supporting endemic, native, and exotic 

species (within legal constraints). 

3. The wetland should be a “collaborating partner” with the primary producers who 

neighbour it, both offering ecosystem services to, and benefiting from, the ongoing 

grazing and cane operations. 

4. The facilities should be designed to encourage use of the Park as an observation 

and learning site for our community and visitors. 

5. The Management Strategies in this Plan and in future works must seek to 

minimise ongoing maintenance while maximising the amenity of the Park. 

These Principles are used by Friends of the Swamp to guide the activities and 

strategies undertaken at the Park. 

 

Working and Planning meeting with Friends and Regional NRM stakeholders 
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Cleaning the Bird Hide 

 

The Park is central to the prime birdwatching country centred on Julatten and the Mount 

Lewis range, stretching east to the Wet Tropics World Heritage area and connecting 

westward to a high conservation zone transitioning to the Gulf Savannas. 
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Reporting against the Principles 

Here we present a summary of activities that have been undertaken since 2021, 

aligned with the 5 Principles. 

Principle 1: Accessible and adaptable 
The Park has been promoted as a public asset, and visitors are encouraged to 

experience the amenity of the facility. The Guest Book reveals a steady stream of 

both locals and visitors who come and comment on what they have seen and 

learned. 

In terms of managing flora at the site, although native species are preferentially 

tended and protected wherever possible, there is no effort to eradicate non-native 

species where they are serving as habitat or feed that benefits the rest of the 

ecosystem. 

The key ongoing issue is control/reduction of the Olive Hymenachne, which tends to 

crowd out all other vegetation in the swampy areas. 

Principle 2: Maximise biological abundance 
Since 2021, Friends volunteers have concentrated on planting bird attracting flora, 

removing weeds on the accessible land areas and maintaining pathways and 

facilities (picnic area and bird hide). 

Water testing and a macro-invertebrate survey has been conducted once. The 

Friends are seeking volunteers interested in continuing this effort. 

 

 

Field effort to record water quality and collect samples for biodiversity survey (macro-

invertebrates) 
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Principle 3: Collaborating partnerships 
The Friends have collaborated with graziers adjacent on the southern side, Matt Allen 

and Anne Gallagher. 

Matt and Anne have a long-standing agistment practice whereby their cattle are 

allowed selective access to the wetland during the late dry when pasture feed is 

running low. Their cattle intensively graze on the invasive Olive Hymenachne, helping 

to provide some limited relief to the wetland areas. 

Matt and Anne have been stalwart supporters of the Park. They have donated many 

hours of their own resources, equipment, and labour to maintaining the perimeter 

fences. Matt has also brought in his slasher to keep a walk open to the far eastern 

end of the Park. 

On the northern side of the Park a change of land owner has resulted in the cane 

paddocks being converted into grazing land. 

 

Competition amongst native veg and invasive exotics is a continual process. 

Principle 4: Observation and learning 
Under the leadership of Georgie Montague, the Friends applied for and obtained a 

grant from the Queensland Government Gambling Community Benefit Fund 
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for$5,285.00 to erect six information signs depicting the history, bird, insect and 

reptile communities (Appendix 1). 

These signs have been put into place and have been well received by locals and 

visitors who have gained a better appreciation of the wetland and what the area in 

general has to offer with regards to the wildlife and history. In addition, posters 

depicting more wildlife of the area have been placed in the bird hide along with 

visitor and wildlife sightings books.  

 

Keith and Lindsay Fisher, Georgie Montague and Carol Iles 

To further improve the information flow a dedicated Facebook page (Friends of 

Abattoir Swamp https://www.facebook.com/groups/994812734667471) has been 

set up for visitors to post images and share their experiences of visiting the swamp, 

this site now has 165 members (September 2025). 

Lists of all species (Appendix 2) have been compiled by members of the “Friends of 

Abattoir Swamp” and where appropriate have been integrated with the two previous 

management plan species lists (July 1993 and 2018-2019). 

A bird species brochure, listing 187 birds that could currently be seen at the swamp 

has been made available in the bird hide (Appendix 3). Over 230 species have been 

seen here historically, but habitat changes since records were first kept in the late 

1990’s have reduced the number of species that can utilise the wetland. Most of this 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/994812734667471
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decline in bird diversity is due to the loss of open water bodies as a result of the 

invasive Olive Hymenachne. 

A new sign directing to the bird hide was made by a local volunteer and repainting of 

existing signs was carried out. The group also collaborated with local bee experts in 

protecting native bees. 

The importance of the wetland in the local region cannot be underestimated due to 

its accessibility, especially for the birdwatching tourists both Australian and 

international. Over the last 10+ years many previously important areas within the 

Mareeba Shire, which birdwatchers had access, to have been lost, eg. Mareeba 

Wetlands (private tours only), Mt. Carbine Dam (mining re-commenced), Lake 

Mitchell (change of tenure preventing access to dam). Most importantly, Mt. Lewis is 

no longer accessible since Cyclone Jasper damaged the road. 

 

Cyclone Jasper brought intense flooding and the associated sand deposition along eastern 

boundary buried the fenceline. Mitchell River successfully secured recovery funding to 

contract neighbours Matt and Anne to repair the fence in 2025. 
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Principle 5: Minimise effort, maximise amenity 
This Principle has been partially addressed in Principle 4 as maintenance has been 

minimised, partly to allow better plant regeneration and partly by necessity in view of 

the small number of volunteers and costs beyond the reach of this volunteer group. 

Obviously, the Olive Hymenachne is the major problem, having proven difficult to 

solve by other organisations who have invested a lot of money trying to find a 

solution. A test program on the nearby Wetherby Station to control the hymenachne 

will be watched to see if there is any positive outcome from the treatment, which 

might be applicable toAbattoir Swamp. 

Another problem is the state of the car park road which needs attention mainly due 

to potholes which hold water. This needs remedial work to fix, again beyond the 

scope of our volunteers. 

We hope to be able to continue keeping the area accessible and tidy as it is a 

valuable resource for the Mareeba Shire attracting many visitors and has become a 

must-visit site for the many birdwatchers, (estimate 3000+ per year), who come to 

see some of the unique birds to be found here. Birds such as Lovely Fairy-wren are 

resident here and more easily seen here than other places. 

We hope to continue to work with interested people and organisations such as local 

landholders, Mareeba Shire Council, Julatten and Molloy Association of Ratepayers 

and Residents, and Gulf Savannah NRM. 

 

Maintaining open water at the wetland is very important for aquatic birds. Hymenachne 

constantly closes in the water surface and chokes off oxygen and sunlight needed for a 

healthy ecosystem. 
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Friends of Abattoir Swamp 

 

Committee Members 
• Convener – Carol Iles 
• Treasurer – Andrew Iles 
• Committee Members – Keith and Lindsay Fisher, John Brisbin 

We would like to thank the following people and organisations in paticular for their ongoing 
support: 

• Angela Toppin – Mareeba Shire Mayor 
• Lenore Wyatt – Deputy Mareeba Shire Mayor 
• Nipper Brown – Councillor and Julatten native 
• JAMARR - Julatten and Molloy Association of Ratepayers and Residents 

And all local residents and helping hands who have been involved in looking after Abattoir 
Swamp and have applied their expertise in service to the flora and fauna that make this such a 
special place. 
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Appendix 1. Interpretive Signs 
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Appendix 2. Species Lists       Yearly Bird Species Recorded 2022-2025
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Other Fauna Species Recorded: 2021-2025 
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Plant species recorded 
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Appendix 3: Visitors Brochure 
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