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The Kimberley Canal

Each year, up to 200 gigalitres of water would be
callacted from the Fitzroy River in the Kimberays,
without damming the river, and fed into a
niewvs water supply canal to Perth.

R, This 200 gigalitres is equivalent to only 2% of the
current annual average flow of the Fitzroy River. 'T
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% The canal would be about 3,700 km long

and would generally follow the contours
of the land along its route.

CSIRD cimate change forecasts predict:

# [ncreasing rainfall in the Kimberleys {with annual
average increases of up to 35% by 2070), and

# Dedeasing rainfall in Perth and southwestern Wa
{up to 20% less by 2030 and 60% less by 2070).
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The canal would reliably deliver up to 200 J
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7\ gigalitres of high-guality fresh water to Perth each year,
sufficient for 40% of the city's long-term nesds.
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Research to underpin sustainable

management

* Need for development in northern Australia

e Need to avoid the mistakes made In the
south

e Lack of basic knowledge of the full
iImplications of future scenarios
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TRaCK'’s Objectives

Increase understanding of the environmental,
cultural, economic and social benefits provided
by tropical rivers and estuaries;

Develop methods and tools for assessing the
Implications of current use and potential
developments;

Identify opportunities to develop sustainable
enterprises; and

Build the capacity and knowledge of the
community to manage Australia’s tropical rivers
and estuaries.
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TRaCK Research Consortium

« /0 researchers from 18 organisations
— CDU, GU, UWA, JCU, ANU, Uni. Canberra

— North Australian Indigenous Land & Sea
Management Alliance (NAILSMA)

— CSIRO
— eriss, AIMS, GeoScience Australia

— Land and Water Australia
— NT, WA, Qld Governments
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TRaCK’s Aim

To provide the science and knowledge that
governments, communities and industries need
for the sustainable management of Australia’s
tropical rivers and estuaries




TRaCK study region
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What is TRaCK focussing on?
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What is TRaCK focussing on?

2. Assets & values

3. Riverscape & coastal settings

4. Material budgets

5. Food webs & biodiversity

6. Enterprise development
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TRaCK research in Qld




TRaCK research in Qld

* 22 TRaCK projects - * '
— 5 across the entire region .. T
—13in Qld

e For all TRaCK research in Qld
— $2 m from Qld Government
— $4m from Australian Government
— In-kind from partners

e Co-ordinated by Griffith Uni.



Timeframe

 Most projects start in Qld this dry
season

e Most end mid-2010
e Consultation in Qld

- Meetings with MRWMG and
NGNRM since 2005

—Contacted Cape York Institute in
2006
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